
Lenoir-Rhyne University has a Public Viewing in their Observatory 
 
     Diane slid in from work just in time for us to jump back into the car and head for Hickory to 
Lenoir-Rhyne University and the grand opening of their Observatory.  Members of the Catawba 
Valley Astronomy Club (especially Bob Hunt) 
spent many hours restoring not only the 
observatory itself but along with other member’s 
the telescope itself was also overhauled.   
     Tonight the observatory with its 12”, f/15 
telescope would be open to the public and 
unknown to Bob Hunt; he would receive a nice 
certificate for his hard work.  
     Bob, Keith Proctor and several other members 
were already busy setting up telescopes at the 
bottom of the dome of the 12” telescope when we 
arrived.   
     Students and the public were invited for this grand  
opening so I was not sure just what to expect.  As  
you can see from the photos, there is not a lot of room on  

top of the building and even less in the observatory dome. 
 
     Jupiter was setting low in the west and Mercury even lower.  
Mercury was a good naked eye object and many people were 
able to see this planet for the first time.  At 7:06 PM, the 
International Space Station made a pass by the Moon. 
It was great getting out even if the wind made it a little  

 
 
 
uncomfortable.  By 8:00 PM it appeared 
the top of the building could hold no 
more but still people came.  I was 
keeping Bob’s telescope aimed at the 
Moon but wanted to take a photo inside the dome  
with people looking through the telescope.  That was  
an ordeal in itself since the dome was also full of people. 
 

This photo taken from the Internet. 
I’m not sure who took it. 

Bob receiving certificate 

Diane and Bob watch as Keith works. 



 
 
 

Keith Proctor and Bob Hunt setting up 
telescopes 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Bob and Diane inside dome before the crowd 
arrived. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Bob Hunt aiming the telescope at the Moon. 
 
The dome was full of people waiting their turn at 
the eyepiece.  Using the camera as an excuse to 
get closer I made my way to the top, took this 
photo, grabbed a look through the telescope and 
quickly left the dome.   
Ahh—the power of the camera! 
 
 
 
 
 
Charles 


